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SHOES

Barefoot  Part 2  Bro

When Jen and I talked about this teaching, the first thing she asked was, “Do we have to take our shoes off? My feet are a mess!”  I said, “Yours? At least you can like paint your toe nails!”  My feet are nasty… bball busted toe nails, turned black…never recovered…plus I use this…Tinactin…when I go the beach, stick my toes in the sand…seldom wear flip flops… embarrassed… I’m not sure if it’s a vanity, pride thing Or that I just respect other people and don’t want to gross them out!

Well, with one of the guys reclining there that night it was obvious which one it was…

John 13:6-15 (NLT) 

Vs 6-7  When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 

Master, you wash my feet?"  Let me ask you, would you be more uncomfortable washing someone’s feet or having yours washed? I know that many of you women have had pedicures and spa treatments on your feet… but it’s a little weird for a guy…one day this guy walked into my office…  sooo uncomfortable.
There this thing called FALSE HUMILITY… I know when it happens to me…early on…20 years old…in college…preach or sing… people would encourage…say nice things… “Oh, no you thought that was good…oh man…etc…”  a friend pulled me aside and said, “Bro shut up and just tell em thanks.”  They are trying to encourage you and in your attempt at humility, you make them feel like they don’t know what their talking about…and then it becomes all about you…and that would be false humility.
Ever been there?  When even your attempts at serving others, are really all about you? You do something for someone, not necessarily because you feel their pain, but because of the way it makes you feel. Or you do it secretly, anonymously, but really hoping that someone will see or find out and be impressed.  And that selfless act of service, ends up not being all that selfless after all.  I am constantly having to surrender my motives to God.
And in this scene…Peter’s false humility is exposed…at least some of the guys have had their feet washed already and obviously didn’t protest…and Peter is watching as Jesus moves closer…he’s counting, “I’m third in line, Thadeus, James, then me”…and clearly showing that he still didn’t understand this whole “the first shall be last…and the greatest must serve deal”…Peter in his false humility blurts out…”this is wrong…you shouldn’t be doing this… these other guys might let you do this, but not me… I know a man of your stature, should not be stooping down like this…this is way beneath you…” see how He is trying to make this all about Jesus, but it’s really all about him as he tucks his feet up under him…  you just want to pull him aside and say, “Peter just shut up and say thanks!”

He says, 

Vs 8-9 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” (not just in this moment, but never, ever!)   (Teaching moment…)Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”  Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!”

I still don’t think he completely grasped the whole serving, humility thing, but he doesn’t want to miss out on being with Jesus… “okay, if you say so, then wash me head to toe.”


Vs 10-11 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” For Jesus knew who would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

Jesus was talking here about holiness not hygiene…he refers to the condition of the heart…and he knows that one of them, Judas (so trustworthy in the eyes of the others that he was their accountant and banker) is about to turn. Jesus knows his heart and that it’s not sincere.  And like Jen said…he still stooped down and washed his feet!


Then he uses this moment to teach them all…

Vs 12-15 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing?  You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. (and I think he might have looked Peter’s direction)  Do as I have done to you. 


I can relate so much to Peter cause he had a lot to learn about humility…if you read further in the story…you know that Peter still didn’t grasp it… 5 minutes later after spouting off about Jesus never washing his feet…he boastfully declares that out of all the disciples, he would never betray Jesus…die with you…then about an hour or two later…denies him three times when he actually has the chance to die for him…right before that, when the soldiers come to the garden where Jesus is praying, Peter grabs a sword and start flailing it around, wanting to take on the soldiers, bold, brash, competitive, full of himself…Jesus says, “Put the sword down, Pete.”

He had so much to learn about humility and true courage…he had a lot to learn about how real leaders are authentic servants…they stoop down. Like me…like us…He had so far to go.

But I think he finally got it…in fact I know he finally got it…you see, if you hang out with Jesus enough, it will eventually sink in…that’s one of the reasons we’ve done this series…to encourage you to hang out with Jesus every day… if you will, it will change your life… 

It changed Peter’s… just want you to see some of the things he would later write to all of us… you know sometimes a person’s story is, “I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see”…but his is almost like “I once was a bone head but now know…”  just look at some of the things he learned from hanging out with Jesus.
1 Peter 5:6(MSG) So be content with who you are, and don't put on airs. God's strong hand is on you; he'll promote you at the right time. 


Think he might has been thinking back to that upper room when he wrote that?

1 Peter 3:8-11,15b (MSG)  Summing up: Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be loving, be compassionate, be humble.  That goes for all of you, no exceptions. No retaliation. No sharp-tongued sarcasm. Instead, bless—that's your job, to bless. You'll be a blessing and also get a blessing.  Whoever wants to embrace life and see the day fill up with good, Here's what you do: Say nothing evil or hurtful;  Snub evil and cultivate good; run after peace for all you're worth. Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you're living the way you are, and always with the utmost courtesy. 

Think his mind might have gone back to a fire in an outdoor courtyard when he penned those words?

1 Peter 1:22-23(MSG) Now that you've cleaned up your lives by following the truth, love one another as if your lives depended on it.  Your new life is not like your old life. 

Maybe his mind reflected back on a basin of water and the total bath he needed.

1 Peter 2:1-3(MSG)  So clean house! Make a clean sweep of malice and pretense, envy and hurtful talk. You've had a taste of God.  Now, like infants at the breast, drink deep of God's pure kindness. Then you'll grow up mature and whole in God. 


Perhaps he thought about how far he had come…a rough around the edges, big mouth fisherman, who would say anything to anybody…temper…prideful…wow, how much he had grown.

1 Peter 4:8-11 (MSG)  Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything.  Be quick to give a meal to the hungry, a bed to the homeless—cheerfully.  Be generous with the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it:  if words, let it be God's words; if help, let it be God's hearty help. That way, God's bright presence will be evident in everything through Jesus, and he'll get all the credit as the One mighty in everything—encores to the end of time. Oh, yes! 

Maybe he thought about those guys…and their friendship…the way they would have to huddle up together and love each other deeply in order to make it… they way they learned from watching Jesus that real life is lived beyond yourself…and not so you get any credit, but so that God does.  Maybe he thought back to some of the first words he ever heard Jesus teach… “You are the light of the world…let your light shine in such a way  that people see your good works and praise your Father in heaven, not you.”
Maybe his mind went back to a garden and a sword and his ego and his strike back attitude when he wrote…

1 Peter 2:11-12, 21-25(MSG) Friends, this world is not your home, so don't make yourselves cozy in it. Don't indulge your ego at the expense of your soul.  Treat everyone you meet with dignity. Love your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government. 
This is the kind of life you've been invited into, the kind of life Christ lived. He suffered everything that came his way so you would know that it could be done, and also know how to do it, step-by-step. He never did one thing wrong, Not once said anything amiss. 
They called him every name in the book and he said nothing back. He suffered in silence, content to let God set things right.  He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so we could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His wounds became your healing. You were lost sheep with no idea who you were or where you were going. Now you're named and kept for good by the Shepherd of your souls. 

BAND STARTS PADDING UNDER…( unspeakable joy)
And I love what he wrote in 1 Peter 1…it’s like all the lessons learned from hanging out with Jesus culminate in a heart exploding in worship…it’s like a hymn or a carol is swelling up inside of him…and it just spills out…

Let’s stand and read it together…
1 Peter 1:3-4, 8(NLT) All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 


BAND IS NOW SWELLING…

1 Peter 1:8(NLT) You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 


Joy to the world…the Lord stooped down!!!  

Let’s worship Him!…
(Unspeakable Joy)
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