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Shoes…Stilettos- Woman at the Well. 

Ever had that feeling, where you knew everyone was talking about you?  Little huddle of people in the hall at school close to your locker…or cluster of people around the coffee pot at work…you walk up…and all conversation stops…And you can tell by their glances what’s going on…awkward, isn’t it?  Actually more than awkward…it feels horrible to think that people are talking about you.

Some of that can be personal insecurity and paranoia…I mean, if you go to football game and think when the team huddles up they are talking about you…you might be a little paranoid…. Or maybe they are ??

But, other times it’s very real. Too real. And it makes us want to hide. Want to withdraw, close the blinds, avoid eye contact, isolate ourselves. 
It’s the kind of thing that makes us want to come to well at noon.  

This weekend we are stepping into the stilettos of woman who walked to a well in the heat of the day carrying an empty bucket, just going to get some water. We’re saying stilettos because they kind of represent her sultry past and reputation. The kind of thing that people huddle up and talk about. 

And with every footprint that she left in the dirt that day we see that she was carrying with her the emptiness of life. A life where she felt unknown, unworthy, unsatisfied, and unfulfilled.  

And unlike our wingtip wearing Nicodemus, who pulled out his blackberry and set up his late night meeting with Jesus… we will see today that it was Jesus who put Himself seated on the very well she was approaching for a broad daylight Divine appointment.  

We’ll start in verse 1 of chapter 4

John 4:1-3, “ Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, 2although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 

You see, what’s happening in these first few verses is that the religious leaders are trying to stir up some sort of unhealthy competition between Jesus and his flip flop wearing, locust eating cousin, John. And when Jesus heard about it, he decided to leave town, because he wasn’t going to fuel any of that crazy talk. 
Just as a side note…the Kingdom of God is always hindered when his people compete against each other…that’s why it’s so cool to partner with food pantry’s, soles 4 souls, meld, wave, victory outreach, safe families, and other ministries…because when we work together and celebrate other people, and support other ministries, and cheer on other churches, that makes God smile.

Well, Jesus wasn’t going to be a part of any petty competition stuff, so he headed back to Galilee…  
John 4:4, “4Now he had to go through Samaria.”

Man, there is a whole lot packed in that little verse…You see, He didn’t really have to go through Samaria…no other Jews did…there were other ways. Other Jews would always MapQuest their way over the Jordan River and traveled up the east side to avoid having to step one foot in Samaria…Because Jews despised Samaritans.
I mean, there is some history here. These people had destroyed one another’s temples.  The Samaritans actually scattered human remains and bones in the Jewish Temple.  It got so ugly that Jewish children were taught that if they passed a Samaritan on a dusty road, they were to immediately go to the Temple and have a priest ceremonially wash them, or they would be declared unclean by God.  In fact, Jewish law allowed anyone to testify in a court of law, except Samaritans.  Why?  Because one of the stipulations for testifying was, and I quote, “You have to be human.” 
So, you see, this is a lot more intense than your college game day rivalry. 
Even though they believed in the same God…and even descended from same people…the Jews regarded Samaritans as religious and social half-breeds, because generations ago, they had intermarried…they had built their own temple and allowed all kinds of idol worship and other false religion to creep in. And in the Jewish mind, there was no way that Samaritans would ever get into the kingdom of God…and I believe that’s why Jesus just HAD to go.

John 4:5-6, “So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.” 

Now, the Jewish day began at 6:00am…so do the math and you can see that Jesus was sitting there at that well at high noon.The heat of the day…And that well where Jesus sat would have been a pretty lonely place around noon. 
I lived in Haiti long enough to know that you don’t go get your water in the heat of the day. The women in that culture would typically go get fill there water pots at sundown, when it was cooler.  No one came at noon. Unless you didn’t want to be seen. Unless you didn’t want to walk up and hear the huddles of whispers fall silent. 

John 4:7-8, “ When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

This is one of the things I love most about Jesus. He breaks all kinds of rules here. First of all, He sent His disciples into town to buy food they weren’t “supposed to eat”! Jews often said it would be better to each swine’s flesh than let Samaritan food touch your lips…So, you know these guys had to be shaking their heads like, “what the heck are we doing?” “Why didn’t we MapQuest around this place again?”
And then here’s Jewish Rabbi speaking to a woman…A Jew associating with a Samaritan…asking to drink from a Samaritan vessel, that a Samaritan hand had touched… 

Now, just imagine for a moment being this woman, she’s coming to the well at noon for a reason. She has a reputation that she’s not proud of. She’s trying to avoid the small town gossip, the stares, the glares from her own community. 
And then, just as she’s minding her own business, on her way to get her water, she notices a man seated at the rocky base of the well. She notices His clothing. He is a Jew.  And she is well aware of the history between the Jews and Samaritans, and I’m sure she’s thinking…As if I wasn’t an outcast enough! Now, I’m going to the condescending looks from this guy, who doesn’t even know me. Just keep your head down, get your water and get out of here.  

Can you imagine how her jaw must have nearly dropped off her face when Jesus caught her eye and asked, “Will you give me a drink?”

Verse 9…
John 4:9 (NLT), “The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?” 

“…for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans.”  And there in that little verse is one of the things I want to camp on for a moment this weekend as we walk in the shoes of this woman. Because in this encounter, we clearly see, that…  

Jesus doesn’t refuse anyone. 

Holly’s story

I think it’s so cool that when no one else would, Jesus takes a risk and meets one of her most human needs. She needed some company. She needed someone who would talk to her instead of about her. And Jesus knew that she needed a man to look at her differently than other men had.  She needed someone who wouldn’t refuse her based on her past, her present, her race, her religion. Someone who would just keep company with her. 

I hope you’ve seen thus far through this series how Jesus is so disarming, so inclusive. His love breaks through so many barriers. And He doesn’t refuse anyone. 
And I personally, am so grateful that Jesus didn’t refuse to have anything to do with me. And He doesn’t refuse you. He wants to meet you right where you are at. Who you are today, that’s who He wants to meet with.  That’s who He wants to spend time with. YOU are who He wants to keep company with.
So often we think that we have to have it all together, stop certain sin patterns, get our life a little more under control, understand a little more, hide our past…before we could ever approach God. But the truth is… He is waiting to meet with you right now. Empty bucket, empty soul, empty life, bring it to Him. He will not refuse you. 

Verse 10- after she asks Him, how can you ask me for a drink?

John 4:10 (nlt), “Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”
Okay her cynicism starts to kick in…Living water, huh? Wow, I’ve heard a lot of pick up lines before- but, that’s a new one. 

John 4:11-12 (nlt)“But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?" 

This woman’s got to be thinking, I am intrigued, but this guy really must think He’s something…I mean this is a pretty special well. Water’s good. Been good for a long time. Plus, not to state the obvious, but He has no rope or bucket…
John 4:13-14, “Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 

And I’m just imagining with a little bit of a sarcastic tone, the woman replied…

John 4:15(nlt), “15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to come here to get water.” 

And as she spins on her heels to leave, This total stranger says to her…
John 4:16, “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her.

Those words stop her dead in her tracks, and lump forms in her throat, she turns to him as says.

John 4:17-18, "I have no husband," she replied.   Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."

Can you imagine? Everything that she was trying to conceal, Jesus already knew. 

You see, not only does Jesus not refuse us, but

Jesus knows our deepest thirst

He knows and goes right to the deepest places of her life. The place of her shame. The place of her guilt. The place of her humiliation. The place of her longing. He doesn’t need a rope of bucket to get deep…He’s already there. He already knows. And He can fill her deepest thirsts. 

Look back at verses 13-14

John 4:13-14, “Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 

Jesus was talking about so much more than water here. He knew what she was really thirsty for and He knew how she was trying to quench that thirst.  And haven’t you found that our surface attempts to fill our deepest needs, only last a little while, and we soon become thirsty again.  

It’s why we try to fill our pain with substance abuse. It’s why we try and fill our insecurities with weight and image management. It’s why we run to internet pornography to fill a deeper need for intimacy. It’s why we strive to over-perform, over-achieve at school or on the field or on the court to fill our deeper need for acceptance. It’s why we fill our wardrobes and spend money on more stuff to fill the deeper need of wanting to be significant. It’s why we power up and lash out in fits of anger to fill the deeper need we have for significance. It’s why we work long hours climbing a ladder to fill our deeper need for approval. It’s why we chase after relationship after relationship to fill our deeper need to be loved.

And those things don’t last. They are shallow, and temporary and will only leave us thirsty again. 

God says in…
Jeremiah 2:13, “My people have committed two sins: 
       They have forsaken me, 
       the spring of living water, 
       and have dug their own cisterns, 
       broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”
Anybody remember the old song we learned in grade school music class…”There’s a hole in my bucket, my bucket, my bucket, there’s a hole in my bucket, dear Liza a hole…” anyone else sing that song? Ok maybe it was just a KY thing…

But I am so grateful for the day I discovered that there was a hole in my bucket…I had dug broken cisterns that couldn’t hold water…oh they could hold enough to give me a quick drink, a quick fix…but never enough to wash over and quench my deepest thirst.
But Jesus knows our deepest thirst. And not only does He know it, but He promises that if we come to Him to meet our needs, we will never be thirsty again. That’s He’s the spring, the source of living water.

And this invitation is for all of us- Check out Rev 22:17
Revelation 22:17, “The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.”
While this woman was wondering how Jesus could get to the deep places of Jacob’s well without a rope and bucket. He was reaching deep into the well of her life and I believe He could see her desperate thirst to be loved. To be loved with the kind of love that doesn’t run out, that doesn’t run dry. With the kind of love that’s unfailing. And only He can offer that to us. 

Well, she is taken back to say the least, by his knowledge of her past…and she says,
John 4:19, “"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."

I love the raw humanity of this woman. Jesus goes right to the deep places of her soul and she tries to bring it all right back up to the surface…You know, like it’s getting a little too personal…How about we talk religion. I can see that you’re a religious man- “Let’s take Jews vs Samaritan worship for a thousand.”

John 4:21-24(nlt) Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews. 23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

Is it this mountain or that? Neither. The Father is looking for those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. And the time has come for it not to be only about the Jews- Believe me, dear woman, you can get in on that. You can connect with God on that kind of a level, and He wants to connect with you, too. 
I believe now that she is fighting back tears, and even says this with a sense of “could it be…”
John 4:25, “The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."
And then, in the only time before His trial…to this broken woman, 

John 4:26, “Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

Not only had a Rabbi spoken to a woman. A Jew to a Samaritan. But, this was the Messiah speaking to one He came to save.

Verse 27 is pretty hilarious because it says

John 4:27(niv),  “Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?"
They’re coming up the road with the food from the Samaritan drive thru…and they are whispering, “Who’s she? What’s he doing? I don’t know…you ask him…I’m not going ask him…you ask him…no just ignore her and act like everything’s cool, okay? Okay.” 

John 4:28-30, 39-42, “28Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29"Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
39Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41And because of his words many more became believers. 

 42They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."
What a cool picture. When this woman realizes who it is that she has been talking to and that He wanted to meet with her….Man, she left that water jar, kicked off her stilettos and went running back into that town, to tell everyone, “There is hope is sitting by the well.” You see, 

Jesus doesn’t refuse anyone, and Jesus knows our deepest thirsts, and 

Jesus can redeem any life

I looked up that word “redeem” in the English dictionary because it can sometimes be a real “churchy” word. But, just look at the first 4  definitions that popped up

Redeem: 1. to make something acceptable 2. to restore reputation 3. atone for human sin 4. to buy something back – English Encarta Dictionary 

Jesus can redeem any life. He went to a cross to atone for human sin to purchase our freedom to buy back our wasted years. Through his blood our reputations are restored and we’ve been made into something acceptable. 

A woman who didn’t want to be seen in public- now, running into her town tell everyone what just happened to her. That’s redemption.  
In a town called Sychar- which literally means “falsehood”- God chose this woman to declare His truth. That’s redemption. 
A woman who was only known, only talked about for having 5 previous husbands and sleeping around, now became known and talked about as the woman who had met with Christ. 
Psalm 130:7, “O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 
       for with the LORD is unfailing love 
       and with him is full redemption.”
Makes me think of that clip from Dumb and Dumber when Harry said to Lloyd after he had traded in the Shaggin’ Wagon for a mo-ped, “Just when I think you couldn’t be any dumber- you go and do something like this and totally redeem yourself!”

You can’t totally redeem yourself. But Jesus can totally redeem any life. Don’t let those words escape you, “Full redemption”….Not partial, not just half way, not 80%,  not just enough to make you feel better or a little less guilty… But, FULL redemption. 

Jesus is in the business of redeeming us. He will use your life. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done. He recycles mistakes and pain and failure and uses them (buys them back) for His good purposes.  

When I think about my life and I think about walking into a high school reunion someday. And I think about my reputation back then, how I lived, who I was- - All I want anyone to see is that I am a woman who has met with Christ. 

And I’m not thirsty anymore. 

This woman’s story, it can be each of our story. If you are here today and you’re thinking you are so far off from ever having a relationship with God- You gotta know that Jesus doesn’t refuse anyone. He will meet you right where you are with who you are and whatever emptiness you’re bringing with you. 

And if you’re just tired of having a hole in your bucket and going back to the same broken well over and over again for a temporary fix of deeper thirst within you. Begin to trust today that He knows your deepest thirst and He is the only One able to fill it. 

And if you’re sitting here in the room today and you’re thinking about  broken vows, broken families, broken promises…rebellion. If shame, regret, and wasted years consume your mind. You need to know that it’s true, Jesus can redeem ANY life. There’s thousands of us here that can attest to that. 

Whatever it is in you that is shattered, He wants to buy it back, atone for it, restore your reputation, and make you live everyday in the awareness that you are acceptable to a holy God. And when people look at your life…when they talk about you, you will be simply known as someone who has met with Christ…and He changed everything. 

We want to give you some time right now in these next few moments to be courageous enough to come out hiding and find that Jesus is waiting to for an encounter with you. He’s here right now. Meet with Him. Acknowledge what those deep thirsts are in your life and invite Him to fill you up, and begin to trust that whatever you bring before Him, it can be redeemed. 

Song- Selah – Unredeemed.    
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