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Introduction:  What type of people come to mind when I say the word authority?   President, governor, mayor, police, principal, teacher, coach, employer, parents?

The Bible is clear on the appropriate response we are to have to those in authority…it says, unless it is contrary to how God has told us to live (ie. Your boss tells you to lie…) we are to submit to those in authority.  

The word ‘submit’ was a military term that literally means to 

Submit = “To voluntarily place yourself under”.
Gotta admit that’s not always easy…is it?… you get a ticket you didn’t deserve and have to go to traffic school…or you get your ridiculous property tax bill…or it’s time to get honest and pay the IRS…or the referee makes the wrong call…or your parent sets some kind of curfew rule that you think is really lame…or a teacher gives some unreasonable homework assignment.  It’s tough to submit to authority sometimes…but that’s what we are called to do.

Sometime the challenge comes, when the person in authority really doesn’t exemplify any. You know what I’m talking about?

Ever seen the show Super Nanny!!  The little kids on that show are unbelievable…slamming doors, yelling at their parents, parents yelling back, kids throwing things, throwing fits, crying til they get their way, standing in complete defiance of their parents’ authority. Mainly, because the parent have relinquished it. So, Super Nanny swoops in and (in her British accent) coaches the parents about the proper way to discipline and set boundaries…and it really is pretty amazing the transformation that starts to occur when both parents and kids start to get a handle on authority.

I’ve learned through the years that authority is not so much about your position, as it is your disposition…the way you treat people.

Heard about a bunch of arrogant, macho kind of guys all bragging about how they were head of their household…one guy trying to join the conversation threw out…”yeah, the other day my wife and I got in an argument and she came crawling to me on her hands and knees…”  “Wow, dude, impressive…what did she say?”  ”uh, come out from under that bed and fight like a man!”

We tend to equate authority with control, power, intimidation, manipulation, and a respect that’s demanded.

Let me show you what I think is the proper flow of authority…gonna write four words down…

AUTHORITY

ACCOUNTABILITY

AFFIRMATION

ACCEPTANCE

World leads a lot like this…top down.

“I’m in authority over you…therefore I can hold you accountable for performance…

if you perform right I will affirm you with pay, promotions, and little praise.

And then perhaps you’ll feel accepted, but that’s really between you and your therapist to decide…cause I really don’t care.”

Now, let me ask you…which end of the list did Jesus start from with people?

Yeah, Jesus the greatest leader who ever led, worked from bottom up…

Jesus hung out with (as the religious leaders labeled them) “notorious sinners”, outcasts, screw-ups, failures, the forgotten, the pushed aside, and met them where they were…and when they knew they were unconditionally accepted and affirmed as a person of worth…then they were open to accountability and recognized His authority.

You see we can force some external accountability through threats and intimidation, but people will not respond in a healthy way unless they know they are affirmed and accepted. Maybe a good word for some of you parents to hear…some of you employers to hear…some of us leaders to hear.

You may have the “position” of authority…but real authority is given…and real authority is easily recognized.

Matthew 7:28-29(NLT) After Jesus finished speaking, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, for he taught as one who had real authority—quite unlike the teachers of religious law. 

The teachers of the law, the religious leaders of the day placed themselves in authority…in a superior position…did the pyramid org chart…led from the top down.

We say things like “I demand respect!” …you never get respect by demanding anything…you might get a little fear response, you might get a little “okay I’ll fall in line until I’m 18 and then I’m out of here” kind of relationship… but you’ll never get real respect, never earn real authority that way.

There are no instances in the Gospels where Jesus demanded respect…he had no earthly position of authority…didn’t wear a “Hey, I’m the Messiah baby, live with it” T-shirt…he didn’t go around always  flashing His “God- credentials”… people just recognized His authority, because of His character.  You see real authority, authentic leadership is something that flows from the inside out.

Remember we said a few weeks ago how Jesus taught…you wanna be first, then go last…wanna be great then serve…and He constantly  modeled with his life, that humility and surrender go hand in hand with real authority… in fact here’s the way the org chart flows…

Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV)  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

That’s how real authority flows…

I heard about a dad who was exercising authority…tough ex-military kind of guy…said to his 16 year old son, who was asking to use the car… “you get your hair cut you can take the car”…”Hey, Jesus had long hair”…”Yeah and Jesus walked everywhere he went too.”

Well, He did do a lot of walking.  And we’ve been following Jesus as he walked in the shoes of all kinds of different people.  In fact, we’ve been trying to slip our feet into their shoes and experience what they might have experienced being face to face with Him.

Week one we slipped on a pair of these…(flip-flops) and learned through the life of John the Baptist what it takes to be great in Jesus’ eyes. Then we wore the (wing tips) shoes of a scholar named Nicodemus who was searching for a way to start over, for a way to really know God…and we watched him move from doubter to defender to fully devoted to Christ.  Last weekend we squeezed our toes into a pair of these…which represented a woman who had been looking for love in all the wrong places and her reputation had landed her in a pretty lonely place…thirsty for real community and love.

And today we’re gonna pull on a pair of these (work boots)…we’re gonna walk in the boots of a hard working, blue collar kind of guy…a tough guy…a military guy…a guy who understood real authority…

If you have a Bible…Luke 7…or you can follow along on the screens or both… Jesus had just finished his sermon on the mount…this radical teaching about how the kingdom of God is an inside out kind of thing…and how anyone who builds their life on His words is building on a rock solid foundation…nothing can shake that kind of life…then…

Luke 7:1-2(NIV)  When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 

Just a little explanation of what a centurion was…no he was not a 100 year old man… he was a Roman military officer with a rank somewhere between a Colonel and Lieutenant…most likely a Captain, who was responsible for the command of a 100 soldiers…hence the title “century” ian.  

So, he knew chain of command…he knew authority…had worked his up through the ranks…and that’s the world he lived in everyday.   

Vs 3-5 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." 

This particular soldier was known as a good man…seems to be kind, he was a community minded bridge-builder, the elders of the town told Jesus, “he loves our nation…even helped us build the synagogue.” 

The people of Palestine really hated the Roman occupation and all those who represented Rome’s domination and authority…and Roman soldier were notorious for flaunting that authority… so it’s pretty astounding that they would say… “This man deserves for you to do this…”  he was uncommonly respected by the Jewish leaders.

I think Verse 2  gives a little insight into the guys character… There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 

In Roman culture, servants or slaves were seen as property, not people…they had value only as they were useful, not because they had intrinsic worth…they were seen as disposable property…but not so with this man…he saw people as people.

When it says the servant was  ”highly valued” the word there is…

entimos= dear, precious, valuable. 

They were close friends… Kind of gives you a clue that this man of authority, was a guy, who like Jesus, also knew how to lead from the bottom up.

Luke 7:6-7 (NIV)  So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 

Even though this guy is extremely humbled…calls him Lord…not worty… he still presents his request.  Same is true with us…when we are truly humble and recognize God’s authority…we can call Him Lord and still approach Him with our requests… not because we deserve to approach, but because he has made himself so graciously approachable.
Just say the word…

Vs 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. (doesn’t just say…I know authority…I have all kinds of people who report to me…he says, I’m under authority too.) I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

He’s saying…

“If I am who I am, and people do what I order them to do…then YOU being who YOU are, will have no problem just speaking the word.”

Vs 9-10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 

If you read through the Gospels…m,m,lk,jn  you’ll see that Jesus experienced a wide range of emotions… sudden sympathy for a guy with leprosy…excited over his disciples successes…blasts of anger at cold hearted legalists…joy in the presence of little kids… disappointment over an unreceptive Jerusalem…heart-wrenching grief over the death of a friend…three times he cries, just loses it in front of his disciples…then there are the cries of anguish in Garden of Gethsemane and on the cross…

But only two times in gospels does it say…”Jesus was amazed”… One is Mark 6:6… goes into his own hometown…little hick town called Nazareth… word spreading about his miracles, and they heard him speak with incredible wisdom…but said to each other, come on isn’t this the guy that used to be on Joseph’s framing crew? He’s a carpenter, he’s Mary’s boy, I know his brothers and sisters they live down the street from me.” and they rejected him…and it says, “He was amazed at their lack of faith.”

The other time is right here in this text…he is amazed (here in a positive way)  at this soldier’s abundance of faith…

The NT was written in Greek the universal language of the day…and the Greek word used here is…

“Amazed”= thaumazo  “to marvel…to be struck with admiration…impressed.” 
Isn’t it cool to think that the One who designed DNA, and photosynthesis, and beaches, and flowers, and penguins, and snowflakes, and galaxies, could still be amazed?!  But Jesus was amazed, struck with admiration, impressed with this guy.

What’s it take to impress God? Well, let’s let Him answer that…

Isaiah 66:2b (NIV) "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word. 

The Hebrew word Nabat= to esteem, to regard with pleasure, to respect, to be impressed.

You see God has been always been impressed, amazed by the same thing…he is impressed by those who are humble, surrendered, and recognize the authority of his word.

This humble, work boot wearing, Roman soldier said,  “Lord, just say the Word…I respect your Word…you could speak and it will be done…

I believe he sensed in some way that this was the same God who spoke, 

To the universe…Let there be light
To a leper…Be clean
To a paralyzed guy…Take up your mat and walk

To a raging sea…Peace be still

To a man who had been dead four days…Lazarus come out

Christ’s Word is action. What He commands, He accomplishes…that’s a fact. What impresses Christ, however, is when we believe it’s a fact.  Beth Moore    

Jesus was amazed at this man’s faith…he was humble, surrendered, and trembled at Jesus’ Word…and that impressed Jesus.

The Gospel of Matthew also has an account of this story…while Luke is writing to primarily to a Greek/Roman, non-Jewish audience… Matthew is writing primarily to a Jewish audience…so they both make different points of emphasis…Luke focuses in on the details of who said what…Matthew focuses in on this Roman guy who was seen in the eyes of the Jewish nation as an unwanted outsider. Look what Matthew writes…

Matthew 8:10-12(NLT)  When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. Turning to the crowd, he said, "I tell you the truth, I haven't seen faith like this in all the land of Israel! And I tell you this, that many Gentiles will come from all over the world and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the feast in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

You see, it’s not about your religious heritage…not about your ethnicity…not about your family tree… not about what you’ve done so that you “deserve” to get in…it’s about your heart…it’s about faith, it’s about humility and surrender.

I thought there was an interesting contrast in what those leaders say to Jesus and what the centurion says to Jesus…

Vs 4 "This man deserves to have you do this…”

Vs 6 "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.”    

One group tried to exercise their authority and the other simply recognized it.

Have you noticed how humility and surrender is the common thread of the stories we’ve seen in the last three weeks…John the Baptist saying, He must increase and I must decrease…Nicodemus, the proud Pharisee, intellectual, OT scholar who came to Jesus in the secret of night, two years later, he’s lovingly taking down the body of Jesus from the cross in broad daylight…that thirsty woman who was hiding from other people, running back into the town saying to the very people she was hiding from, “You gotta come and see a man who told me everything about my life! The Messiah is sitting out there by the well!”

They all recognized greatness…they all knew real authority when they saw it…but only humility will allow you to see that.

Jesus never met a disease he couldn’t cure, a birth defect he could not reverse, a demon he could not exorcise. But he did meet skeptics he could not convince and sinners he could not convert.  Philip Yancey

You see forgiveness of sin, transformation of a life requires an act of humility on the receiver’s part. Some who heard Jesus’ strongest words about grace and forgiveness, people who witnessed miraculous things in His presence, still turned away unrepentant and unchanged, because they were stubborn and proud.    

You see although faith may produce miracles, miracles don’t necessarily produce faith. Lots of people who experienced the miracles of Jesus walked away from him…fed 5000 one time with 2 fish and 5 biscuits…then started talking about what it means to deny yourself, to take up your cross and follow…what it means to count the cost…what it means to place yourself under the authority of God and submit to His leadership… they literally had their fill of miracles and shook their heads and walked away…

WHY?  They still wanted to call their own shots…they wanted their world to revolve around themselves…they were not willing to humble themselves, to surrender to someone else’s leadership, to be under someone else’s authority.

Met tons of people like that through the years…in fact I used to be one of them…full of pride…controlling…wanting to call my own shots…selfish…and I still have to surrender everyday to God so I don’t fall back into those old patterns…I ask him everyday to search me and drive that old nasty junk out of me.

I’ve met a lot of people who were so wrapped up in “self”… that they became self-destructive…and they also started destroying everyone around them without even realizing it…or if they did realize it, they really didn’t care, because they were so self-absorbed.

Some of you are familiar with what it says in the Big Book from AA… 

”Selfishness, self-centeredness: that we think is the root of our troubles. And to get well we had to quit playing God.” The A.A. Big Book
Everyone who has ever wrestled with a controlling addiction will tell you that the root of their problem was selfishness…their world revolved around self…

We all from time to time buck the chain of authority… “I want to be God.  I don’t want anybody telling me what to do…telling me what’s right or wrong…wanna call my own shots…I’ve got my hands at ten and two…firm grasp of the wheel of my life and I’m gonna drive it wherever I want to.” …and you do… until the day you crash.

I was talking a couple of weeks ago with a guy who struggled with an addiction for a lot of years…“I denied my problems…kept saying I’ve got it under control…I can handle this…it was such a lie... I lost everything important to me… I finally woke up and cried out to God for help…put my life under His care and control…and I’m finally getting well. And then he paused, as if thinking back through all the pain…and said, “If only I had been humble sooner.”

Key to getting well, getting whole, restoring sanity, restoring relationships…the key to life itself is humility…it’s surrendering to God’s authority.
I know I’ve said it before, but every time I walk through a bookstore and see the “self-help” section I can’t help but smile and think how

“self-help” is such an oxymoron… cause self can’t help…if self could help, then why would you need self help? Isn’t it self that got you there in the first place? Self is unreliable, self is unpredictable, self is undependable, self is untrustworthy…if you call on self to help, self won’t help, because self can’t help…all self can help you do is dig yourself into a great big hole and there you will struggle all by yourself.   If self could help then Jesus would have just walked around passing out Barnes and Nobles gift cards, saying, grab a self help book and a grande’ latte, and have a nice life.  But He knew self could not help.

That’s why every person that is truly successful in recovery, successful in marriage, successful in parenting, successful in the things that matter, has surrendered their SELF under the care and control and authority of a loving God.   

Now Surrender not the same as commitment…don’t confuse the two…commitment still has too much self in it…I can do this myself…I can beat this by myself…I will discipline myself…I will pull my self up by my own boot straps…

We’ve all tried the pull on the work boots commitment route…”I’ll do better…I’ll try harder…I’ll work at it longer…it will never happen again…I promise…I swear on my life I will never go back to that…”  I’ve learned the hard and frustrating way that commitment that’s based on your own strength is just setting yourself up to lose.

I like what my buddy Dan Webster writes…

Commitment challenges us to a higher level of determination…


Surrender calls us to yield the soul to God’s higher purposes

Commitment is saying that I’ll do better…


Surrender is giving up and allowing God to do his work through me

Commitment is my best effort…


Surrender is God’s competency working through me

Commitment is me trying…


Surrender is me trusting

Commitment is me striving


Surrender is me submitting

Commitment is writing big impressive verbal checks…


Surrender unleashes the grace that can actually cash them.

Dan Webster The Real Deal
Not…“I’ll follow you the rest of my life…I will never do that again…say that again, eat that again, drink that again, watch that again…I promise…”

Just every day…“Lord, I’m here again, I’ll follow you each moment today as You give me grace. I’m not making any big time, dramatic commitments today. I’m just going to surrender my day and trust You with my life every step of the way, today. I will be sensitive to your Holy Spirit as He leads me to do the right thing. I will hide your Word in my heart, so that it can speak to me right in middle of tough decisions. I will rely on your strength, your peace, and your grace and once again, Jesus, I place myself under your loving authority today. ”

I’ve learned through the years that humility, that surrender opens my heart to the work of God in me. It allows him the freedom to both direct my life and correct my life. It allows him the freedom to stretch me, transform me, move me out of unhealthy thinking patterns and unhealthy behavior ruts… 

I don’t know where I first heard it, but I wrote it down in the margin of my bible and have never forgotten it…
The greatness of a person is in direct proportion to their measure of surrender.

When God sees a man, a woman who is prone to arrogance, pride and selfishness…when he sees them humble themselves… he is impressed by that…he is amazed by that… he respects that…and starts to go to work in their life.

You see, the great thing about surrender is that it unleashes the power of God…it brings God’s grace into the game…like Dan said… Commitment is just writing big impressive verbal checks… Surrender unleashes the grace that can actually cash them.

Now, surrender doesn’t always produce a miracle…but it does always precede one… When Jesus approached broken people, he simply wanted to know, “is there a willingness to believe…is there a simple humility that says, “I can’t do it, but I believe You can.”

And whether it was an incredible catch of fish, or the total cleansing of a diseased leper, or springs of living water flooding into a thirsty outcast’s soul, or this centurion’s terminally ill servant…. when you humbly and daily place your life under the care and control of Jesus Christ, then you are properly aligned under real authority…authority that begins with knowing that you are accepted by Him…that he affirms you as a person of great worth, no matter who you are or what you’ve done, and stands ready to help you build some healthy accountability into your life… when you surrender to His authority then, miraculously, YOU start changing. 

Keith Miller in his excellent book “A Hunger for Healing”, writes about his own experience in a 12 step group…

“As I watched the Higher Power reveal itself to various people in the group, its personality always had certain definite characteristics. I knew that if everyone were “making up” their own “higher power”, this wouldn’t happen. It couldn’t. the personality of the Higher Power revealed in those meetings was always loving and forgiving; gave people however many new starts needed to get into recovery and to get well; was honest, moral, courageous, and strong, but never abusive; was loyal beyond belief whether people deserved it or not. In fact, as I looked carefully at the Higher Power in the 12 step program, I realized it had a haunting family resemblance to Jesus Christ.”  Keith Miller
it IS Jesus…the One with real authority… and the truth is, he changes lives… When you surrender to Him everyday, not just in a moment at church, but everyday…when you loosen your grip on the wheel of your life and let him drive everyday…when you trust, even tremble, at the power and wisdom of his Word everyday, when you humble yourself under his loving authority everyday…when you talk to Him all through the day, everyday…he will start doing miraculous things inside of you… and you know what, life may still be hard, but your heart no longer will be… and the situation you are currently looking at may still be there, but the way you see it will be different…and your circumstances might not dramatically change, but YOU will… (PAUSE FOR VIDEO EDIT) …and that’s something to be grateful for this Thanksgiving weekend.
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